
��������	
��� �

�������������	
���

Sulphur Grove United Methodist Church 
�Growing Disciples, Living and Sharing God�s love� 

 

The SonLight 
Published Monthly 

 
Sulphur Grove UMC 

7505 Taylorsville Road 
Huber Heights, OH 45424 

 

 

February 2017 � Volume 26 � Issue 2 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
Mark your calendar for Saturday,          
February 11th.  It�s FAMILY MOVIE 
NIGHT AT SULPHUR GROVE!  Bring 
your comfy lawn chairs and/or blankets to 
sit on�we will provide the movie and the 
snacks.   We will be watching THE          
SECRET LIFE OF PETS.  Bring a picture 
of your pet to add to our pet gallery for  
everyone to admire!!  Doors will open at 
6:30pm and we will start the movie around 
6:45pm.  This event is free of charge so 
bring your family and invite your friends!   
Any questions please contact Beth 
bethw@sulphurgrove.org.  
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
We are interested in hosting an Easter Egg 
Hunt here at Sulphur Grove on Saturday, 
April 15th (the day before Easter).  In order 
for this to be a successful event I will need 
several volunteers�mostly people who are 
willing to commit to being here in the   
morning to hide the eggs, and during the 
hunt to make sure the kids get to the right 
hunting area and to make sure everyone gets 
candy!  I think this would be a great      
community outreach event, but we need the 
volunteers to make it happen.  If you would 
like more information or would like to    
volunteer, please contact Beth 
bethw@sulphurgrove.org  or at the church 
office 236.5970.  Thank you. 
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LISTEN LIVE! 
Traveling this winter?  Visiting grandparents or grandkids?  You can still      
worship with your friends and neighbors at Sulphur Grove.  The Taylorsville 
campus broadcasts both the 8:45 and 10:30 am worship services live through the 
internet.  Simply click into the Sulphur Grove website (www.sulphurgrove.org) 
and click on the �Click to Listen� button toward th e bottom of the screen.  You 
can hear all the music, all the prayers, and even the jokes!  

 

 

 

 

       
 There is nothing like winter in Ohio.  As I write (1/12) it is 62o at noon, yet tomorrow evening the tempera-
ture is forecast to drop to 26o!  To wear a coat or not to wear a coat � that is t he question this winter.  This is espe-
cially relevant to me because it is on warm winter days like this that I tend to leave my coat places, walking off 
without it!  
 On the 29th of January we will hold our annual �Spudbowl� afte r church with the annual State of the Church 
address to follow around 12:45 p.m.  I want to personally invite you to attend both events, especially the State of 
the Church address.  I desire your attendance because I would like to solicit feedback from you with regard to the 
Imagine Campaign.  After the �get to know one anoth er gatherings� I discovered the top vision priority  reflected by 
60% of the gathering groups is to finish the Imagine Campaign projects.  In order to accomplish this vision goal, I 
need some information from you.  So please plan to attend the State of the Church address and join in the            
discussion. 
 Another bit of exciting news is that Sulphur Grove will be opening a LifeTree CafØ� at the YMCA on       
February 2nd at 6:30 p.m.  This is a new mission outreach to the unchurched and �de-churched.�  I do not have 
space here to fully explain LifeTree CafØ�.  So if you are curious about it, the best 
way to learn about LifeTree CafØ� is to experience it.  So I invite you to attend an  
upcoming LifeTree CafØ�.  Starting February 2 nd, it will be held every Thursday from 
6:30 � 7:30 p.m. at the YMCA conference room.  Whil e LifeTree CafØ� is focused on 
those currently outside the church it is not just for them.  Everyone is invited to join in 
the discussions about relevant, timely, topics and enjoy the fellowship and                
conversation.  I also invite you to be in prayer for this new outreach ministry and that 
God will bless and use it so others may come to know Jesus Christ as Lord. 
                                                                      Your fellow Servant of Christ Jesus,                      
                                                                      Pastor Barry 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB 
 
One of the things we still struggle with in the church but don�t talk about much is the 
persistence of racism both in our society generally and in the church.  Our Book of 
the Month for February can help us gain insight into solving this challenge.  It is 
�Trouble I�ve Seen - Changing the Way the Church Vi ews Racism,� by Drew G.I. 
Hart.  The publisher writes �Leading readers toward  Jesus, Hart offers concrete    
practices for churches that seek solidarity with the oppressed and are committed to 
racial justice.�  Check out copies of the book on d isplay at both campuses.  It will be 
discussed Sunday, February 12, at 6:00 pm in room 101 of the Taylorsville campus.  
The cost of the book is $14.00 from the Taylorsville office.  All who seek to grow as 
Christians are welcome to participate.  Wherever you are in your pilgrimage you will 

be respected and affirmed.  For questions contact retired pastor Ken Clark at 667-5409. 
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The cold wind howls and the snow blows.  I�ve had to shovel my driveway once this 
winter.  But then we wait a couple days and it is raining with temperatures in the high 
fifties and lower sixties.  We have had snowy roads, icy roads, wet roads and dry roads 
all in the same week it seems.  This weather is nothing if it is not variable.  If you 
don�t like the weather, wait a day or two, it will change.  As I see the trees in my yard 
sway back and forth in the wind, I am reminded of Ephesians.  The writer talks about 
when we are infant Christians we are �tossed back a nd forth by the waves, and blown 
here and there by every wind��  How do we grow in o ur faith?  How do we get 
strong enough to withstand the winds that try to blow us away from our relationship 
with God?  According to Ephesians, the church, the body of Christ, builds us up until 
we all reach unity in faith and knowledge of Jesus.  The church can only accomplish 
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a social club but a group that holds us accountable.  We need to pray together.  We 
need to work together serving the community around us.  We need to study and      
discuss God�s word together.  I guess what I�m sayi ng is this: being a disciple of Christ is not something you do alone 
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to withstand all the troubles this life can throw at you, deepen your faith.  Otherwise, when troubles appear you might be 
like the tree in my back yard that blew over one day.  It�s root structure was weak on one side so it couldn�t stand against 
the wind.  Get involved and strengthen your root structure so life cannot topple you over. 
          
                                                                 - Pastor Bob Adams 

 

One way to honor those we love who have passed is to write special memories from the heart about them and share with 
others we love those precious memories. 

�The heart, like the mind, has a memory.  And in it  are kept the most precious keepsakes.�    
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

1Corinthians 13: 13 �And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.�  
  
Grief meetings are held the first Thursday of the month at the Y from 1:30pm to 3:00pm and the third Thursday of the 
month at Taylorsville in room 101 6:00pm to 7:30pm.  All are welcome. 

SPRING BIBLE STUDY: JAMES 
Beginning in February we will start a 12-week study of the letter written to the early 
church by James, Jesus’ oldest     half-brother.  In this short and powerful letter, 
James will show us how to live a life that demonstrates saving faith and is marked by 
godly behavior.  Through this study we will gain practical guidance on how to grow 
as Jesus’ disciples while enriching our faith and increasing our spiritual fruitfulness.  
We will meet on Tuesday evenings, in room 302, at the Taylorsville campus, from 
6:00pm to 7:30pm.  The study guide will be handed out during the first class, which 
will meet February 14th. To sign up or obtain more information please contact Bill 
Baker at bbaker@donet.com.   
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IT�S THAT TIME AGAIN! 
GUIDE BOOK & DIRECTORY 

UPDATE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
It is time for us to update our database with any changes, additions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR family 
over the past year. 
 
Here is your chance to update YOUR record for our annual Guide Book & Directory (if you haven�t already done so). 
 
Does our Church database have YOUR family membership record correct? 
 
�� Have you changed your phone number?  
�� Have you moved?  
�� Are you preparing to move soon?  
�� Are all of your children still at home and are they all included in your membership record?  
�� Do you want your record published? 
 
If you have not already informed the Church Office about changes to your record, please let us know now so that the  
information in the Guide Book & Directory is correct. We would like to have the information collected by Wednesday, 
February 15th.  
The Church Office number is 937-236-5970, or send an email to the church office at office@sulphurgrove.org.   

 
Thank you for your help! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GUIDE BOOK & DIRECTORY 
 ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory for the church. This book will contain everything 
pertinent to our church: the various ministries, organizations, committees, activities, functions and events plus a complete 
directory of all members. This book is being provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and it is 
again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own or manage a business and would like to find out 
about advertising in our book, please call the Church Office. 
 
Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide Book & 
Directory advertiser over a non-advertiser. It �wil l pay� to advertise in our new Guide Book & Directo ry. 

�� Caritas Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 1st at 9:30 a.m. in the Taylorsville Fellowship Hall.               
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�� New Dimensions Circle will meet  on Wednesday, February 8th at 7 p.m. at the home of Jean Mahan. 
 
�� UMW Board will meet on Monday, February 20th at the Taylorsville campus in room 101. 
 
 

BAKE SALE 
UMW will hold a Bake Sale on Sunday, February 12th in the Gathering Area, Taylorsville.  It’s almost Valentine’s 
Day.  Take your family a sweet homemade treat and also support your UMW Outreach and Missions. 
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